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Thistledown 

    The Newsletter of the Beaverton Garden Club (est. 1922)                 
 

March 2026 
    

President – Judy Mitchell-Wilson 
Treasurer – Ainsley Gillespie 

Leadership Team members: Robin Burns, Nancy Larin, Carole Grainger,  
Bea Warren, Tom Wilson, Ewa Zarzycki 

 

Members and Associate Members of the Beaverton Garden Club: 
 Happy April! My goodness we are certainly getting more than our fair share of rain. Hopefully this will 
set the stage for wonderful and bountiful surprises through the Spring, Summer and Fall seasons. There are 
lots of events and activities happening in our community, and across the province, this Spring. We have 
included some information about Earth Day, the 50th Anniversary of the Beaverton Thorah Elgin 
Historical Society and a Free Plant Giveaway at Parklane Landscapes. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at our April 23rd meeting when we will be welcoming guest 
speaker Anna Mizyn. Anna will be bringing plants from her nursery for purchase at the meeting. 
Membership cards and receipts for paid members will be available at this meeting. You will also be 
able to renew your membership or join for the fist time at the meeting. You are encouraged to bring a 
friend or partner to hear Anna speak. 
 We will be holding our Annual 
Plant Sale on May 23rd, 9am to 11am 
(or sell out) at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Beaverton. We are counting 
on members to participate through the 
donation of plants, seeds, seedlings 
and garden items.  We will also need 
volunteers to help with set up on Friday 
and the sale on Saturday. If you would 
like to volunteer at the sale, or if you 
need help starting seeds or potting up 
plants please let us know at our email 
beavertonhorticultural@gmail.com. 
 On May 28 we will be holding a 
Grape Vine Obelisk Workshop. Pre-
registration is required. You will be 
able to make either a large (garden 
type obelisk) or a small (planter sized 
obelisk). Examples will be available at 
the April meeting. Registration is now open on the website at beavertonhorticultural.com. For the first 
time in many years the Beaverton Garden Club will be providing “premiums” to members for their 
gardens. These will be available for member pick up at the May meeting. 

There are many opportunities for members to contribute as we encourage the use of eco-
friendly horticultural practices to promote the production of food, beautification of our community, and 
conservation of our environment. Please consider how you might be able to help our club continue to 
make a meaningful impact in our community. 

 

Email: beavertonhorticultural@gmail.com 
Website: www.beavertonhorticultural.com 
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2 
 

 

 
 



3 
 

 

 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Beaverton Garden Club Plant Sale May 23, 2026 

The Beaverton Garden Club Plant Sale will be held at 9am on Saturday May 23, 2026 at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church.  
 
We encourage as many members as possible to contribute to this sale to make it a success. 
As always, we look forward to receiving donations of perennials, annuals, vegetable 
seedlings, herbs and shrubs, garden artifacts and tools that may be of interested to 
gardeners. Donations may be delivered on Friday May 22 from 5pm to 7pm. 
 
To reduce the possibility of sharing dangerously invasive jumping worms we ask that plants 
from your garden have as much soil removed as possible and be planted in clean pots with 
new soil. Beaverton Garden Club will provide free potting soil for you to use. We also have a 
large number of pots (all sizes) available for planting your donations. Contact Ainsley 
Gillespie to make arrangements for pick up or delivery of pots or soil. 705-955-9371 or email 
beavertonhorticultural@gmail.com 
 
While perennials are always welcome, we would encourage our membership to grow and 
prepare as many vegetable and annual seedlings as possible to sell at our sale. Many 
people are growing their own vegetables using all types of containers and gardens. It is 
always helpful to focus on heritage varieties that our local garden centers don’t normally 
carry. There was a lot of interest in annual vegetables, herbs and pollinator friendly annual 
flowers last year. 
 

 

 
 

Mark your calendar for the District 17 Annual General Meeting April 25, 2026 at 
Club Carib of Oshawa, 600 Wentworth St. East, Oshawa. 9am to 12:30pm. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to participate in a flower show, listen to guest 
speaker Eric Yuinman, who will be sharing information about the app 

“Gardenize” for cataloguing gardens and much more. 
There will be morning refreshments, but NO lunch. 

Registration is Required - fee $5.00/person 
To register contact Judy Mitchell-Wilson (705-323-0099) or Ainsley Gillespie 

beavertonhorticultural@gmail.com 
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Free “Premium” For Members 
In the past, members of the Beaverton Horticultural Society received a “premium” (gift 
to promote membership) each Spring. Premiums were usually seedlings or plants that 
members could use to jump start their gardens for the year. The Beaverton Garden 
Club is pleased to resume this tradition in 2026. Members will each receive two native 
plants grown by Michelle O’Brien, Forest View Native Plants, 19 McNabb (McRae) 
St., Cannington.  
Club premiums will be available for pick up at the May 28th meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veronicastrum virginicum -Culver’s Root        Aquilegia canadensis – Red Columbine 
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CANNINGTON 
HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY PLANT SALE 
AND FUNDRAISER 

SATURDAY MAY 30, 
2026 

9AM TO 1PM 
BROCK 2020 
GARDENS 

199 LAIDLAW ST. N. 
CANNINGTON 
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